
 

2017 Water Quality Monitoring 

Wadable Stream Qualitative Fish Habitat 

Rating Survey Tip Sheet 
Thank you for being a Water Quality Monitor!  We recommend doing this survey one time at each of 

your stations during the month of July or August.  The purpose of this survey is to assess the habitat 

diversity and health of the waterways.  

Before you begin:   

Note the two different forms.  One is for narrower streams (page 2-3).  The other is for wider streams 

(page 4-5).  Read the headings carefully. 

You may do this survey on a different day than your primary station visiting day. 

Tools such as a tape measure, surveying flags or tape, and dip nets with measurement markings may 

be helpful when doing this survey.  If you’d like to use any of these tools, email Kelly at 

kelly@milwaukeeriverkeeper.org. 

Average together both sides of the stream bank.  One side of your waterway might be very different 

than the other.  Use your best judgement to average the two sides together.   
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Wadable Stream Qualitative Fish Habitat Rating for Streams ≤ 10 m (≤ 33 ft) wide 

(Use this form for narrower streams! Complete all the fields.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Now, turn your form over… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add any additional comments to this area.   

Measure the 

width of your 

stream in at least 

3 places to get an 

idea of its 

average width.   

Walk a decent 

length of your 

stream (at least 

33 m/100 ft) to 

get a picture of 

what the average 

shoreline is like.   
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How much space is 

there between the 

water’s edge and 

concrete, 

manicured lawns, 

or other man-

made landscaping? 

Ask yourself the 

questions below for 

each Rating Item. 

How much bare 

soil, exposed 

roots, or eroded 

retaining walls do I 

see along the 

shoreline? 
How many deep areas 

with slow-moving water 

do I see in my stream? 

What is the width and 

depth of my stream 

like?  Is it deep and 

narrow?  Shallow and 

wide?  Or somewhere in 

between? 

Write the number 

you circled on the 

Score line.   

Rate each item based on your personal opinion.  Circle the 

corresponding number below the rating you give.  CIRCLE ONLY ONE 

NUMBER.  Do not rate items as ‘in between’. 

How straight is my 

stream?  Does it 

bend and riffle 

frequently like a 

coiling snake 

(Excellent) or is it 

very straight like a 

canal (Poor)? 

 Grab a handful of 

sediment from the 

stream bed in your 

hand and rub your 

fingers together.  

Is it grainy and 

wash off easily?  

That’s sand.  Is it 

smooth and wash 

off easily?  That’s 

silt.  Is it sticky and 

hard to wash off?  

That’s clay.  How 

much of the 

stream bed made 

of these three 

things? 

How much of the 

stream is shaded or 

covered by bank 

vegetation in areas that 

are deep enough for a 

fish to swim? 

Add all the numbers from 

each Rating Item to get 

your Total Score, then see 

page 6, Interpreting the 

Results. 
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Wadable Stream Qualitative Fish Habitat Rating for Streams ˃ 10 m (˃33 ft) wide 

(Use this form for wider streams!  Complete all the fields.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, turn your form over… 

  

Measure the 

width of your 

stream in at 

least 3 places 

to get an idea 

of its average 

width.   

Walk a decent 

length of your 

stream (at least 

33 m/100 ft) to 

get a picture of 

what the 

average 

shoreline is 

like.   

Add any additional comments to this area.   
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Ask yourself the 

questions below for 

each Rating Item 

Rate each item based on your personal opinion.  Circle the 

corresponding number below the rating you give.  CIRCLE ONLY ONE 

NUMBER.  Do not rate items as ‘in between’. 

Write the number 

you selected on 

the Score line.   

How much bare 

soil, exposed 

roots, or eroded 

retaining walls 

do I see along 

the shoreline? 

On average, how 

deep is the 

deepest, fastest 

moving part of 

my stream?  

Think of the path 

you would take if 

you were in a 

boat floating 

down the 

stream.  How 

deep is that 

path? 

How straight is my 

stream?  Does it bend 

and riffle frequently 

like a coiling snake 

(Excellent) or is it very 

straight like a canal 

(Poor)? 

How rocky is the 

bottom of my stream? 

How much of 

the stream is 

shaded or 

covered by bank 

vegetation in 

areas that are 

deep enough for 

a fish to swim? 

4 

Add all the numbers from each 

Rating Item to get your Total 

Score, then see page 6, 

Interpreting the Results. 
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Interpreting the Results for Both Forms 

(Look to the front, bottom section of your form.) 

 
Referring to your Total Score from the back of your form, use the 

Score Range to find your overall Water Quality Rating for your stream. 


